
 
 
Cabinet Doors: What Options Are Available? 
 
Installing new cabinets in your home is a great way to update the style of your house as well as increase its 
value. Updated cabinetry adds charm and functionality to virtually any room in the house, from the 
bathroom to the kitchen.  As noted in last month’s newsletter, cabinets come in a multitude of woods, 
finishes, styles and levels of customization. Another variation available to homeowners is the method for 
attaching the doors to the face of the cabinet.  Cabinet doors can be mounted to the cabinet face in different 
ways to provide various looks. The three most popular styles are Inset, Full Overlay and Partial Overlay 
doors. Each of these designs offers unique benefits.   
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Inset Doors are set into the cabinet frame and 
fit flush with the face of the cabinet when 
closed. This types of cabinet door provides the 
entire cabinet with a very smooth, sleek look.  
 
As the door is flat with the rest of the cabinet, a 
door pull or knob is needed to open the 
cabinet. Hinges can be either hidden or 
exposed on this type of door.   
 
These cabinets have the smallest opening of 
the three door styles, and are usually the most 
expensive, but provide a look that is unique 
and timeless.  It is also important to note that 
the expansion and contraction of wood due to 
humidity can cause rubbing between the door 
and the frame. 

Full Overlay Doors do not sit in the cabinet frame like 
inset doors, but they entirely cover the cabinet face at a 
uniform level, making a flat cabinet front, similar to inset 
doors.  This type of cabinet door offers the largest opening 
into the cabinets, making easy access to stored items, like 
pots and pans. Full overlay cabinets have less than 1/8th of 
an inch between doors and need a door pull or knob to open. 
Full overlay cabinet doors are a great option for the 
homeowner who wants cabinets with a sleek look, but 
doesn’t want the higher cost associated with inset doors. 



 
 
 
Partial Overlay cabinet doors are the most common and least expensive type of door. The 
door sits on the face of the cabinet and the total area of the doors is smaller than the area of the 
cabinet face. This leaves “gaps” of usually one inch between the doors where the face frame of 
the cabinet can be seen.  If the door is “back-beveled,” door/drawer hardware is not required.  
However, if the edge of the door/drawer is square, hardware is still needed. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Spiceland Wood Products Free Hardware Promotion 
 
Mention this newsletter and Spiceland Wood Products will provide free hardware for any new cabinet project 
contracted during the entire month of June! This deal applies to select hardware and is good for the all the 
cabinet hardware needed to complete the job. June will fly by quickly, so take advantage of this great deal and let 
Spiceland Wood Products help you with that remodel you’ve wanted for so long! 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We hope you find our newsletter helpful.  If you have any questions or would like to talk about a kitchen, bath, or 
home office redesign, please give us a call (765-987-8156), stop by our showroom in Spiceland Indiana, or send us an 
email at info@SpicelandWood.com.   


